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Exploring the Success Attribution of
Japanese Learning by the Students of
Departments of the Japanese Language

Mei-Tzy Chen

Abstract

Based on attribution theory, the research aims to explore the factors that affect the learning
results of students in the departments of the Japanese language of universities and colleges in
Taiwan. Through questionnaire survey method and with the junior and senior students of the
departments of the Japanese language in five universities as subjects, the research tried to
explore whether there was any difference of attributions of learning achievement between
genders, backgrounds before admittance, studying factors, education systems (ordinary
university and technological and vocational colleges), family factors as well as career planning
after graduation and different personality attributes. We found: 1) the female students is more
inclined to attribute learning effects to the internal factors of individual efforts whereas the
male students did not attribute any factor; 2) comparing with the junior students, the senior
students were more inclined to attribute the to external factors of difficulty of textbooks; 3)
most of the students who had a much supportive family attributed their learning success to
teacher’s teaching, stable emotion, their own efforts whereas the students who did not have
approval and supports from their family members attribute the learning the learning success to
their own efforts; and 4) regarding the prospects after graduation from the departments of the
Japanese language, only those who wanted advanced study after graduation would attribute

their learning effects to internal factors like individual efforts and emotion stability.

Keywords: success attribution, Japanese language education, learning effects.
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